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The Commissioners did not find much fault
with the administrative position of the Collectors,
Deputy Commissioners, and Judges, but recorded
their opinion that officers who lack any of the
many and special qualities required in the execu-
tive head of a District should never, on the mere
ground of seniority, be placed in that position, and
it should be remembered that many civil servants,
in no way wanting in intellect and character, are
perfectly fit for the judicial office, but unsuitable
for the active, bustling, over-occupied life of the
Executive, or, as he is called in India, the Revenue
officer.

The Commission regretted, as every one ac-
quainted with India would, the disintegration of
the village system; which is perhaps the inevitable
accompaniment of British rule, and they held that
in a country of which about 70 per cent, of the
inhabitants are villagers, the village must be the
foundation of any stable administrative edifice. In
pursuance of this policy they proposed to give
village committees certain powers in petty civil
and criminal cases, and in respect of sanitation,
primary schools, fuel and fodder reserves, markets
and pounds, and they suggested that these com-
mittees should be financed by assignments to them
of part of the local land cess.

In regard to Rural Boards, they allowed that
they are in an altogether different class, which,